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Barney Fraieiial "Who Bows MB," Answered a Quarter Million Question
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"Information Bureau Manager's Story Busiest Occasion
History Louis Union Station.
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TTRITTEX FOR THE SUNDAY nUPUnUC.
Dedication brouglit new dutie s to cery citizen of St. Louis, but the

man of all men the multitude kept the busiest was IJaruey Trauenthal
The strangers met Barney.

was all things to
1'rom his window at the Bureau of Information, Union Station, he came into

swift intimacy with thousands of persons.
I.lko birds of passage, they hovered In groups.
And the questions they asked!
"Shadows we r.re and shadows we pursue, but the human Interrogation point

seeks the thadow of a declared Barney,
There was traveler, en route to another point, who stopped over a

few hours and wanted hurried Instructions as to how to Islt the 'World's Fair
grounds, .eu town reserve a berth his night journey; the weary
mother, anious to he directed to the nearest family the know-all- , who had
been in tow n once before and wondered ho couldn't get s accom-

modations at the usual price: the rural stranger, timid, but determined; the
crank, the sporting man, the faker and the general public, that queried
train connections. This throng was given courteous attention.

The "World's Fair management a department on the second floor
of the station for the guidance of those who wanted to rent rooms. One man
was detailed to tell questioners how to bureau.

is the comedy of errors. Just as it was played twenty on
Wednesday evening:

Hastcrn lraellnc man. In fron Xew
Tork: "Beg: pardon, but where is the
brunch r5t ofilce; I want a stamp?"

Barncj- - "To jour right, at the far end
of the station; jou'Jl see the flcn."

Widow, grip in hand: "I want to take the
faFt train to Texas; what ttaa does It
leave 7"

Bamer: "Over what route Is your ticket,
madam?"

Widow: "The It., K. & T."
Barney: "You want the Katy Flyer, 8.32,

tra-- IE."
Xervous old gentleman, whose train

In a few minutes: "What's the
charges on this message?"

Barney: "Next window to your left."
Old rcntleman: "Butv I'mjn a hurry! Tou

take R." t -,- ,4-; , T
Barnev: "Next window, please."What Is

It. borT'
M. D. T.: "Hey, Barney, gimme yer pen-

cil a scond."
Barney accommodates him and a half

dozen persons crowd up. talking at th8
same time. A telephone bell rings and to
an observer the contusion Is bewildering.
Barney takes down the receiver.

Girl at window: "Is the Big" Pour from
Paris, 111., later'

Barney: "Oh. no; train's been In half an
hour. Track 12."

PuVs receiver to his ear: ,Hello, yes, Bu-
reau of Information. Dos? What dog? You
didn't liae any dog here. sir. Bull terrier?
Oh. j ou've made a mistake. Ring oft. Par-
cel room. In dog bag? I daresay the
ranlne'B all right, but jou'll hae to look
it up jourself. Good-by- ."

"Hewlett, a chap at the cafe
wanted to know It his bulltenier In the
parcel room was O. K. Said the brute
was In dog bag. He wanted a flap raised
go It would get more air."

Countryman, talking to loud that no one
elso call bo heard: "Say. Mr. Depot
where does Hiram Bejack live?"

Barney: "Look him up In the directory.
Tou'll flrd one to jour right."

Countryman discovers directory and
dashes toward it, to the discomfort of the
crowd around him.

Countryman: "Gosh, that's blgger'n my
doctor book. Take ma all night to find
Hiram's name In that, Bejack, Hiram Be-

jack. Hiram Bejack." mumbles the man
as be turns the leaves.

World's Pair visitor, wearing e. flarlnc
red badge marked "Wentzvllle, World's
Fair Delegation": "Can you tell me where I
can get rooms for a party of eight? I'm
from Wentzvllle, sir. I'm a cattle bujer
and I pay as I go."

Barney: "World's Bureau, second
floor, can fix jou up."

Old Lady: "Have you seen Tommy, lr?"
Barney: "Madame, give the matron a de-

scription .of your child. She'll have him
looked up."

Brisk young man, who wants to show his
knowledge of railroad schedules and trains:
"Is the Vandalla Limited. No. I. on time?"

Barney: "It was a few minutes ago.
Watch the train board outside."

Clderly man, approaching window leis-
urely: "Can I get theater tickets here?""" Barney: "No, sir; this Is the Bureau of
Information."

Country politician, excited and In a hurry:
"Whew! this crowd is awful. I've been
twenty minutes walking here from tho
train. How can I get to the hall whero
President Roosevelt speaks

Harney: Take the northbound Eighteenth
street car and transfer east at Olive. The
President speaks In Music Hall, Ollie and
Fourteen tfc, streets."

Absent-minde- d south, who has been un-
able to locate the lunchroom and mistakes
the bureau window for the place: "Bean
sandwich and ham for five."

How t&e Bureau Aided

By Barney Fraoentbal. S

Xt .ever proci was wanting that an In-
formation bureau should be a permanent

ct a metropolitan railway sta-
tion, the present period of our Future

nrogrcss must offer ample evidence
of tl.o confirmation of that fact.

Tho term Future originally ap-
plied tovthe city of St. Louis.
In recognition jears ago of Its remarkable
profgress'i In commerce and standing with
other lias been outlived by
tho city Itself, and now It Is to be recorded
that tho original lnfcimntlon bureau Is no
more a future great than the city, for each
has become tt cry prominent IS.

Great as hae been tho strides of St.
Louis. In its and upward march,
tho advance and Improvement of this latte-

r-day essential to the traveler's comfort.
concr.!ence and facility have far out-
stripped It.

Proof that the Information bureau Is ono
of tho necessities of a city's railway sta-
tion is obrervaalo la tho inauguration
throcghout tho Cost of the system first
conceived hero In St. Louis by the Terminal
Railroad Association.

This proof lr, of cccr. most rtisccrnable
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to the Etwtern man; but to our Western
traelers. the benefits derived from the In-
formation bureau began to spread with its
Initial operlng.

It has not taken the Union Station bureau
nine jears to become known, but has
taken almost all of that time for the rest
of the country get "onto" the fact thatevery city should have bureau in its sta-
tion.

KIKE YEARS
OF SERVICE

was put In charge of the first bureau
this country ever saw in 1SJI. simultaneously
with the opening of the St. Louis Union
Station- -

rTfl tin ViiUlcO OJJ1L.O 111CI1,
Lzj-!- St. Louis will feel in having tho

WfirlfVc Winillntlnn tin. .mia.fn
not bit more pleasing than are my own

feelings when record tha forward move-
ment of this Institution.

am still answering the same old queries
Put to me nine jears ago, but dear, dear,
what mass of new matter crops up with,
each day's buslnessi

Last cek's budget of questions will stand
record until the Fair really opens, bar-

ring the days Immediately succeeding th
frightful clone of 1S.

That occasion worth referring to be-
cause of the chance the catastrophe, gav
our bureau to exhibit its usefulness.

As Is known and sadly remembered, tha
cyclone blew down uncountable miles of
telegraphlo lines.

Hero In tho station, whero all transporta-
tion Intelligence received by wire, we
were In demoralized state.

The departure and arrival of trains wlth--iout the usual notice left us in an embar-
rassing condition.

8UII, we pulled through that difficulty,
for, while we had no wireless communica-
tion with the outside public, we did buccecd
in handling our end of the trouble to the
entire satisfaction of everybody.

After that unprecedented rush of work we
felt, at the beginning of last week, when
all conditions were In our favor, that we
could pull through right side up.

And we did.
It would be hard for me to estimate the

number of persons who had communication
with us, but, to state generally and plain-
ly, it wa the biggest rush the big stationever knew.

We look for continuation of this activ-
ity from now until Fair time, but our de-
partment will not be caught napping unless
another breeze blows too strong for thewires.
NEWS ABOUT TRAINS
RECEIVED BY WIRR

Persons generally fall to graap the prin-
ciple that we ourselvea must know thing
before we can Impart the information toinquirers.

It easy to tell where the parks are andthe hotels and so on, but to the anxious oneexpecting train, or the equally anxiousono desirous of leaving town to make for-eign connections, we must base our Infor-
mation on tho Information given us through
the proper channels.

To ascertain train connections Is one of
the vital requisites of our position.

We must bo able to explain to persons an-
ticipating trip through Junction points,
where the stations are located apart, thedistance between these depots and the esti-
mated time In making the transfer.

Besides this, the accoutrement of the train
taken must be known whether carrier
chair, buffet, sleeping, dining or through
cars, and whether meals are served on the
train or la carte, or whether disembarka-
tion Is necessary In order to dine.

Locally we are prepared to satisfy all
questions bearing on situations unfamiliar
to the stranger.

Last week we were asked questions on lo-
cal history far In excess of these put to us
on extraneous subjects.

St. Louis was full of visitors from other
placta, some of whom had been here before,
but ejually as Isnorant of existent condi-
tions as their companions.

Dally wero we called on to satisfy queries
of character that ranged from serious to
frivolous topics.

The chap who wanted to know about the

man who desired to learn whether our shoe
citccucu tllO 4UUdSUCilUSeil3

mark of output.
Supplying data on the mode of procuring

marriage licenses may be on tho instant
succeeded by an admonition to another In-
quirer that child of small stature andseemingly 12 ears old and over cannot
travel half rates.

The location of public and office buildingswas matter that was heavily worked as
relative to the site of thoWorld's Fair grounds.

STRANGER WHO QUDRirS
ABOUT BASEBALL 5IATTERS.

There is really nothing- - ridiculous In
man asking us to put him right on the
baseball rtandlng. nor must we criticise tho
economical alms of the man who asks us
if two can occupv the same berth In
slepcrvon ono fare.

Still another pcraon of rusty memory begs
to know tho number of otcs cast for the
successful candidate for Railroad and
Warchauso Commissioner Iat November.
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The divergence of queries here exempli-
fied by the next fellow, presumably bird
fancier, who wants to know where he may
purchase crow.

Religiously inclined folks come to us for
directions as to prayer meetings, and not
few sportlly grooved strangers sought
schedules on the local prize fights, billiard
matches and tho race.

And, of course, politics Is always sub-
ject in which we find the big, big publlo
out of town endeavoring to Keep line
on.

Affairs in St Louis politically have be

ATOMIC EMANATIONS

.FROM RADIUM.

Mysterious Element Said to Have
the Power to Produce Heat

Without Outside Help
Sir William Crooke's

Discovery.

WIUTTESf POft THB SUNDAY REPUBLIC.
A lump of pitch-blen- Is not very at-

tractive thing.
Ore may pass casually In the museum

without seeing any reason to take particu-
lar Interest in the greenish brownih
black masses that cluster together liko
grapes.

But some of the most fascinating specu-
lations that have lately been made in physi-
cal laboratories Invest pitch-blend- e with
tremendous Interest? as the source of
mysterious form of energy that transcends
all our Ideas on the subject, and may pos-
sibly point the wav' to new source ofpower thatiwill revolutionize our Industries.

The remarkable discovery of Sir William
Crookcs whereby tho "ions." or atomloems,natlon3 from radium, have been ren-
dered visible will renew and deepen lntcr-c- e.

in this mysterious source of energy.

7

Barney Frauenthal, manager of the Bnreau of Information
Sketched' by Republlo Artist at Unloa Station.

come universally known, as Is evidenced by
the query of that visitor who asked our
bureau if Circuit Attorney Folk thought
William Jennings Bryan would support
"Our Joa" for President.

And the traveler who came miles and
miles to Boe'St. Louis was not done riding
when he got here, to Judge by the multi-
plicity of questions asked us about tho lo-
cal street-ca- r lines, how to get the longest
ride for nickel and how many transferspassenger is entitled to. and on.

Tho beery reputation of St, Louis Is well

It Is now established, according to Pro-
fessor LtDDmann of the.Sorbonne who car-
ries much weight In France that ra-
dium, one'of tho most recently discovered
elements, has the power of continually gen-
erating heat without tho' aid of any ex-
ternal source-o- f energy- .-

Every one, whether scientifically minded
or not will see the tremendous practical
Importance which such discovery.
should prove to be valid, must have for tho
world.

Every one knows the difficulty which the
coal question presents to the royal

that is valorously grappling with
Us Intricacies.

What saving of dirt, expense and labor
would be achieved if. Instead of keeping
fire going In cold weather with all the at-
tendant necessities of smutty-face- d house-
maids, outraged footmen, smoke and grime,
and gigantic ccal bill all one had to do
was to buy sulUclently large piece of
radium and put in the fireplace once for
alii

At present that Is not practical possi-
bility.

Even the lieit given out by the radium
were sufficient for room, only the mil-
lionaire could hope to warm himself by lt3
ras.

Uranium, the metal of which pitch-blend- e

Is the chier ore, cost3 something like 2.0J
ton, and only possible to extract

small quantity of radium from large
quantity of uranium with which usu-
ally Intermingled by laborious and cotly
process.

In the meantime we must be content to
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established too, but we are at a, loss some-
times to plass people; for we can't tell
them that Pllzonheimer's brew Is better
than Helmerpllzen's even If we prefer the
former brand of hora ourselves.
INFORMATION SERVICE OF THE
LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION.

The move of the Business Men's League
and the World's Fair management In Insti-
tuting the Servlco of the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition on the sec-
ond floor of the Union Station Grand Hall

stick to coat Besides, the phenomenon of
which Professor Lippmann speaks occurs
at present only on a very tiny scale, and to
ask for serious aid from It In the business
of llfo would be an unreasonable as to ex-
pect Sir William Crookes's ingenious radi-
ometer, which may be seen In chemist's
windows, spinning Its Httlo fans In the sun-
light, to grind out corn.

The chief interest of these new "radio-
active" elements lips at present In the
rather paradoxical light that they throw
on tho problems of phjslcai science.

It is quite possible that like their imme-
diate predecessors, the Roentgen rayn and
the Hertz waves, these Beequcrel rays nny
also bo pressed into the service' of man-
kind. And It is worth while to Inquire Into
their nature and probable sUnlficinco.

Many jeara ago It was noticed that a
coin or a sheet of print, if shut up in a dark
box at close quarters, though not In actual
contact with a sheet of blank paper,
would, after many 5as, bs fourd to have
impressed on it a faint Image of itself.

Some persons attributeJ these markings
superhuman agercies, and called them
"tplrit photographs." Seguin. who hit on
the true explanation more by good luck
than good guidance, was laughed a: when
he suggested the comparatively proalo
theorj that the coin or tho printing ink
must be continually giving eff a stream of
tiny particles which In time produced an
impression on the paper that they wero
bombarding.

tniig

was a very thoughtful one and entirely
creditable to the Interests Involved.
It relieved our bureau to a great extent

of the work housing and and directing
stranfaer3 to the temporary quarters, during
Dedication Week.

The manner In which tho temporary
bureau was conducted by the clerks in
charge reflected great credit on the ev olvcra
of the Idea.

We wero pleased to render them tha ben-f- it

of our experience and we worked thor-
oughly in harmony.

SPECIMENS OF DUNITE

Give Rise to a Discussion of Possible
Diamond Deposits in Kentucky.

WRITTEN FOR. TUB SUNDAY REPUBLIC.
The American Museum of Natural His-

tory has received from Kentucky Interest-
ing specimens of green rock, known ad
dunite, which, occurring in conjunction with
carbon-bearin- g strata, carboniferous sand-
stones and shales. In portions of Elliott
County, that State, hoj given rise to the
suggestion that Kentucky may contain dia-
mond deposits which will ono day make It
an American Kimberley.

The specimens Include samples1 of the
rock from deep down In the ground and
from the burface where It has been
"weathered."

This dunite Is composed of chrysolite and
pyroxene, with garnet and an Iron mineral
besides some specks of mica.

Through Its "weathered" portion the en-

tire mineral texture 13 changed to what Is
known as "serpentine." and the "weath-
ered" rock discharges crystals and iron
oxide, and garnet fragments which have
been picked up from timo to time In the
river beds of the region.

The basis of the suggestion of diamonds
Ilea in the correspondence of association be

s it

KAtfSASClVT

The Union Station Information Bureau lj
the servant of the people In a broader'
sense than one can apply to any other instl
tution.

It knows no race or social stratum.
Aristocracy and democracy, poverty anoV

plenty, literate and illiterate, the highest'
public official and the humblest alien, touch
elbows with one another at the Inquiry
window and are given the same considera-
tion that arises from the sense of responsl-- tbility which carries with It the knowledge
that they all pay the same railroad fare. '

tween the dunite and carboniferous rock la
Kentucky and a similar association in the
Kimberley fields.

It la inferred that tho dunite Is an erup-
tive rock, and that In passing through tha
carboniferous deposits It may have caused
the formation of carbon vapors, and that
these vapors, when absorbed by the molten
matter of the discharging rock, may have!
resulted In the formation of the diamonds

The correspondence with the Klmberlei;
situation Is rather close. ,

In the diamond fields there "necks" of!
volcanic rock pierce through carbonaceous)
shales, and the diamond deposits are
thought to have resulted from a process
similar to the ona described.

The Journal of the American Museum, la
which the matter Is discussed, states thai
tho question is updeclded. but that the cor-
respondence of conditions Is so close that
the diamond-fiel- d theory Is at least plaus-
ible for Kentucky.

Two diamonds said to have come from
the fields, have been shown, but tho Mu-
seum Journal does not give overmuch
credence to their place of reference. ,

It says, however, that tho thing which,
permits the greatest amount of confidence
Is an experiment in which a diffused glo6ule
of olivine virtually tho sami rockr as tfiSt
of the Kentucky deposits Is stlrreVi with
a carbon pencil, and is found, upon cooling,
to contain microscopic diamond grains. i

The exhibit at the museum Is In caso J5,
In th " end of the Mlneraloglcal HalL
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